Combination of sodium thiosulphate, cinacalcet, and paricalcitol in the treatment of calciphylaxis with hyperparathyroidism.
Calciphylaxis (calcific uremic arteriolopathy) is a severe complication of hemodialysis characterized by subcutaneous calcification of the small arteries and tissue necrosis. Our case report is focused on a woman receiving hemodialysis (HD) with diabetes mellitus for 20 years and severe secondary hyperparathyroidism, who presented painful subcutaneous nodules, skin necrosis and ulcerations. As the treatment of calciphylaxis is mainly empirical and controversial, we decided to administer cinacalcet with paricalcitol for the control of hyperparathyroidism and sodium thiosulfate to improve the calcification of the arterioles. Two months after the start of the therapy, parathyroid hormone (PTH) decreased significantly and the skin lesions nearly disappeared. Thus, we believe that the combination of sodium thiosulfate with cinacalcet and paracalcitol is effective for the treatment of calciphylaxis with secondary hyperparathyroidism.